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Rural areas in Slovenia – some facts

X No unit definition of rural

• Rural-urban typology: 9 predominantly rural and

3 intermediate regions

• Definition in CAP Strategic Plan 2023-2027 

settlements under 10.000 inhabitants 

= approx 87 % of rural areas  = 75 % of the entire population

• Slovenia is characterized by suburbanization and a relatively small proportion of the 
population living in cities. The Slovenian countryside is in the process of constant 
transformation and is faced with many structural problems, which differ greatly 
between regions.



Rural areas in Slovenia – some facts

• Advantages: long-term experience with the implementation of integrated rural 
development programs and the active involvement of local communities and 
the population, strong social capital, the educational structure of the 
population (including young people) is also improving in rural areas; quality of 
life indicators are generally improving, the level of employment, even in rural 
areas, in Slovenia is above the EU average.

• Weaknesses: population aging, negative population trend, high development 
risk of some regions, areas without good connections, risk of poverty and 
social exclusion of certain vulnerable groups in rural areas (pensioners, elderly 
women, etc.), lack of quality jobs - high share of daily migration.

• Challenges: conflicts between farmers with the rest of the rural population



Strategic documents

X No common rural development strategy

 Slovenia's development strategy 2030

Common agricultural policy (CAP)

The Rural Development Program of the Republic of Slovenia for the period 
2014-2020 (EAFRD) - extension of the implementation for 2 years

National Resolution “Our food, rural areas and natural resources post 
2021”

CAP Strategic plan for the period 2023-2027 – approved by EC at 28th 
October 2022  consistent with the Partnership agreement between SI –
EC 2021-2027



BOTTOM UP APPROACH 1991-2003
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LEADER/CLLD 2014-2020
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LEADER/CLLD 
structure in Slovenia

 Publication 
(published in 2022) -
LEADER/CLLD 
approach in Slovenia



37 local action groups 
(LAGs) 
= 37 local 
development
strategies (LDSs) 
entire territory of 
Slovenia 

= 37 EAFRD+EFRD  (+ 4 
EMFF)  rural areas 
(under 10.000 
inhabitants), small 
urban areas, coastal 
and inland 
communities 



EAFRD:
19.2 > 750 projects (36,5 
mio EUR)

19.3  = 44 cooperation 
projects /    
= 23 international (13 mio
EUR) 

LEADER projects (% of project by content)



KEY SUCCESSES IN 2014-2020
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LEADER/CLLD 2021-2027

12%

• LEADER is part of common CLLD (funds EAFRD + ERDF), CLLD 

EMFF separated

• Common Multi-sectoral CLLD working group 2021-2027

• Joint LEADER/CLLD regulation and call for new LDS published: 

 37 local partnerships (mainly the same areas, some changes of 

borders, the entire country): 

- LAGs are contractual partnerships of public, economic and social sector

- preparation of LDS  approval by December 2023



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION.

More info:

Web: https://skp.si/en/

FB: CLLD Slovenija

https://skp.si/en/

